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VOCABULARY
These words appear in The Last of the Mohicans.  Though these 
words may not be central to the story, continued use will help 
students acquire an understanding of these words. You may 
choose to develop a list of words central to understanding and 
pre-teach those vocabulary words, based on your particular 
students’ needs. These words may appear on a word wall or 
semantic word-web; however, they should also be used 
continuously in class discussion about the book. As this 
is a partial list, teachers may wish to develop additional or 

different lists based on student needs.

Asunder
Brethren
Cataract
Clamor
Communion
Garrison

Gaudy
Guttural
Hue
Imp
League
Malignant

Mellowed
Nigh
Province
Scout
Sentinel
Wretch



STEP ONE:
introducing the t-chart and venn diagram

 After reading The Last of the Mohicans, introduce 
students to the T-Chart and Venn Diagram strategy. Explain that 
the T-Chart and Venn Diagrams help students to graphically 
represent comparisons between ideas (you may need to model the 
graphic organizers if the students are unfamiliar with the activity). 
The major difference between the two strategies is that the Venn 
Diagram includes a bit of space for noting similarities. Explain 
to students why they might use the T-Chart instead of the Venn 
Diagram and vice versa. (Note:  As you will see later, students will 
develop a T-Chart for developing a list of pros and cons.)
 To introduce the activities, create a Venn Diagram and a  
T-Chart on the chalkboard or white board. Ask students to make 
comparisons between the depiction of the Iroquois tribe and the 
Mohican tribe or the French and British characters in the graphic 
novel. You may also ask students to make comparisons between the 
characters Hawkeye and Magua. Regardless of whether you choose to 
have students make comparisons of characters, tribes, or the French 
and British, the goal of the activity is to help students see how they 
can visually represent comparisons.
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T-Chart

FRENCH CHARACTERS BRITISH CHARACTERS

Traditional Venn Diagram (available through MS Word – Insert, Diagram, Venn Diagram):
Note:  Additional circles can be added to extend comparisons.  However, when introducing 
this strategy to students, it is typically best to work with a comparison of two characters 
portrayed as opposites.  This allows students to develop their understanding of character-
ization while they learn the strategy.



STEP TWO:
research

 After introducing students to the Venn Diagram and the T-
Chart, have them conduct research on the different tribal nations of 
Native Americans.  You may wish to limit the research to the Mohi-
can and Iroquois tribes, or you may wish to extend the research to 
multiple tribes, asking students to explore each tribe’s relationship 
with the European settlers.  You may also want students to research 
the cultural differences that existed between the British and French 
settlers.  It would work best to divide students into multiple groups 
to cover different tribes, different settlers, etc.  Students will dis-
cover that many tribes conducted wars and developed treaties with 
one another, that some tribes warred with others, and that the Brit-
ish and French settlers treated (and mistreated) different tribal com-
munities in order to exploit their own interests.  (Students should 
be able to connect the events of The Last of the Mohicans with the 
events of the slave trade when European slave traders used the dis-
cord between African tribal nations in order to gain slaves.)



STEP THREE:
documentation using activities

 During the research phase, have students document their 
findings by asking them to record what they learned about 
their assigned group in the first column of the T-Chart or circle 
of the Venn Diagram. As students work on their research, ask 
them to discuss their findings with other groups. Ask them to 
document what they learned one other group in the second 
column of the T-Chart circle of the Venn Diagram. 

 After students complete their research, ask them to 
compile their information and bring their information to class 
for whole-class discussion. During discussions, students might 
realize that there are differences between the tribal nations 
as well as the European settlers. If students do not recognize 
these differences, you may wish to draw their attention to a 
few explicit examples.



STEP FOUR:
discussing the difference between culture and race

 Many students need to be trained to recognize the 
difference between race and culture. A large number of people 
equate people who are vastly different based on their race. As 
an example, though there has been much historical conflict 
between the countries of China, Japan, and North Korea, and 
South Korea, many people assume that they share a unified cul-
ture because people from these countries are labeled “Asian.”  
Not only are there profound cultural differences between peo-
ple in China, Japan, North Korea, and South Korea, there are 
many cultures within those individual countries.

 Students may have realized, while reading The Last of 
the Mohicans and conducting their own research, that there 
were multiple tribal nations of Native Americans and that tribal  
nations often nations warred with one another. They may 
have also realized that there were differences between French 
and British settlers who were also at war with each other. 
However, we commonly refer to these different groups by 
identifying them by their race instead of culture, causing them 
to be perceived as similar, and perhaps even “friendly.”

 To have students begin discussing the difference 
between race and culture, use a T-Chart or Venn Diagram. 
Ask students to extrapolate from their reading of The Last 
of the Mohicans and their research, what they think are the 
differences between race and culture (you may want to begin 
with students in small groups and move to whole-class discus-
sion). Students will likely be new to this type of conversation and 
should be encouraged when they falter and make mistakes. 
Such discussion requires students to think critically to share 
their ideas with a group in order to collectively negotiate an 
understanding.



STEP FIVE:
persuasive writing

 To help students prepare to write a persuasive essay, help 
them see the T-Chart as a tool for hashing out pros and cons.  
Remind students that to develop a comprehensive persuasive 
essay, they should develop one con for each pro and vice versa.  
Some students may have difficulty coming up with a con for 
each pro and vice versa and should be encouraged to leave the 
partner space blank (see below).  The T-Chart will help students 
see connections between ideas.  You may want to come up 
with an example (similar to the one below) as a model for your  
students. 
(Note:  The chart is meant to be an interpretation of how students may devel-
op a pro/con T-Chart and does not represent the opinions of the author or 
Marvel, Inc.).

PRO

Voting helps you express your opinion

Voting helps politicians understand what 
people are thinking

Why vote when it’s the decision of the 
electoral college?

Politicians don’t care about public opinion 
or they wouldn’t do half of what they did

CON

TO VOTE OR NOT VOTE



STEP FIVE: (continued)

Prompt One (Developing Readers/Writers):
 A parent picked up a copy of The Last of the Mohicans 
and was shocked by the depiction of violence. As a result, he 
formed a committee of concerned parents. This committee 
plans to petition the Board of Education to censor the book.  
However, none of the parents has read the book. Do you think 
these parents should be entitled to argue for censorship of the 
book?
 Some points to consider:
What “say” or input do parents have in the school districts 
required reading?
Is it appropriate for parents to censor a book without having 
read it?
Does the book offer students some important historical infor-
mation?

Prompt Two (Advanced Readers/Writers):
 In The Last of the Mohicans, the French and British 
exploited the conflict between Native American tribal 
nations in order to protect their own interests.  This has been a 
pattern of war for centuries, including the Cold War and currently 
in the Middle East.  Do you think countries should exploit 
these types of conflicts in order to promote and protect their 
interests?
 Some points to consider:
Should countries only worry about their own interests?
Does this behavior genuinely promote and protect theinter-
ests of a country?
Should countries attempt to mend the conflicts between 
peoples?


